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Dear Friends at St. Stephen’s, 
 
Mark and I are currently traveling up the coast 
of Maine. I hope and pray that all have the op-
portunity to disconnect and relax and revel in the beauty of this  
place we are privileged to call home. I know that being able to 
 travel is indeed a privilege and one that not all can enjoy. Getting 
away whether down to the Lehigh River or to the coast of Maine  
allows more than a change of scenery. Such travels allow for per-
spective-if we are quiet enough to allow ourselves to hear what 
such times afford us.  
 
I have been hearing much gratitude these days. I am thankful for 
the wonderful celebration that launched us into our vacation. Music 
and food and a visit from the Bishop and bottles of Merlot- we are 
only on the second one- my Reeses Peanut Butter Cups of course, 
and then there are the dinners at a favorite restaurant that await our 
return. Mostly, however, I am grateful for your trust to include me 
 in the journey of discipleship we share together at St. Stephen’s. I 
know the Holy Spirit has much in store for us together. 
 
I am grateful for Chris, our Administrator who has announced her 
retirement. Chris has navigated the nuances of running the front  
office with all grace. Please be sure to thank her in person over  
these next weeks. Chris will be leaving us on July 24th. And yes, 
our Personnel Committee is already engaged in a search. 
 
On a personal note, the next time we are together my right arm will 
be in a sling. As I have encouraged some of you to take care of 
those things that ail you, I am heeding that advice. Chronic back  
issues have not helped my shoulder. The Orthopedist has said it is 
time, so I will be having the surgery upon our return. The recovery  
should go quickly- four weeks I hope. Tests do not show significant 
damage- we shall see when the surgeon goes in. 

Reflections from Pastor Barry 
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There are many times in the scriptures when Jesus goes off from  
the disciples and the crowds- usually to pray, be alone, to rest and  
re-create. In all the busyness that surrounds us and the constant  
flow of bad news, it is essential for us all to take a few moments to  
do the same. Following Jesus is not only about the doing of social  
justice- however essential that is to our discipleship. Sometimes  
following Jesus involves sitting still and listening.  
 
With much gratitude, 
Pastor Barry 
 

Reflections from Pastor Barry– Continue 
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 Nathan Söderblom was born in  
the village of Trönö in Sweden.  His father was  
a parish priest. He enrolled at Uppsala  
University in 1883. Although not initially  
convinced what he wanted to study, he 
eventually decided to follow in his father's  
footsteps. On returning from a journey to the  
United States, he was ordained  
as a priest in 1893. 
 

From 1894 to 1901, he had a ministry position at the Swedish 
Embassy in Paris, where his congregation included both Alfred 
Nobel (1833–1896) and August Strindberg (1849–1912). In 1897, 
he officiated at the memorial service for Nobel. From 1901 to  
1914, Söderblom held a chair in the School of Theology at Uppsala  
University and from 1912 to 1914 was also a professor of religious  
studies at Leipzig University. In 1914, he was elected as Archbishop 
of Uppsala, the head of the Lutheran church in Sweden. During  
the First World War, he called on all Christian leaders to work for  
peace and justice while working to alleviate the conditions of  
prisoners of war and refugees. 
 

He believed that church unity had the specific purpose of presenting  
the gospel to the world and that the messages of Jesus were relevant 
to social life. His leadership of the Christian "Life and Work" 
movement in the 1920s led him to be recognized as one of the  
principal founders of the ecumenical movement. He had begun the 
movement toward intercommunion between the Church of Sweden 
and the Church of England and was a close associate of the English  
ecumenist George Bell (1883–1958), Dean of Canterbury, Bishop  
of Chichester. He was instrumental in chairing the World  
Conference of Life and Work in Stockholm, in 1925. In 1930 he 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
He is commemorated in the Calendar of Saints of the Lutheran 
Church on 12 July. 
 
 
 
 
 

Voices of the Saints 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uppsala_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uppsala_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Nobel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Nobel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August_Strindberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_studies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipzig_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_of_Uppsala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_of_Uppsala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_and_Work_(conference)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Bell_(bishop)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Conference_of_Life_and_Work
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Conference_of_Life_and_Work
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar_of_Saints_(Lutheran)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Church


  

 

 5 

 

  
 

Voices of the Saints 

St. Bridget of Sweden  was the daughter 
of ,governor of Uppland, From an early age re-
markable religious visions that influenced her 
entire life and outlook. As a young teenager in 
1316 she married Ulf Gudmarsson,  She bore 
eight children, including St. Catherine of Swe-
den. 
 

On the death of her husband in 1344, Bridget 
retired to a life of penance and prayer near 
the Cistercian monastery of Alvastra on Lake 
Vetter. To the prior, Peter Olafsson, she dictated the revelations that 
came to her, and he translated them into Latin. One was a command 
to found a new religious order, which she was not able to fulfill  
until near the end of her life, receiving papal permission from 
Pope Urban V for her order of cloistered nuns in 1370. She went 
to Rome in 1350 and, except for several pilgrimages remained there 
for the rest of her life, constantly accompanied by Catherine.  
She exercised a wide apostolate among rich and poor, sheltering  
the homeless and sinners, and she worked untiringly for the end of 
the Avignon papacy and for the pope to return to Rome. She 
was spurred by a vision to visit the Holy Land in 1372, and she  
died soon after her return to Rome.  
 
Her feast day July 23,was the patron saint of Sweden, founder of 
the Bridgittines (Order of the Most Holy Savior), and 
a mystic whose revelations were influential during the Middle  
Ages. In 1999 Pope John Paul II named her one of the patron  
saints of Europe.  
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https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/revelations
https://www.britannica.com/event/Middle-Ages
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      Social Ministry Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

                 
 

During the summer months BES    
distributes bagged lunches every   
weekend. St. Stephen’s volunteered to 
provide the bagged lunches on June 21. 

On June 20, 18 members of St. Stephen’s prepared 80 bagged  
lunches which were distributed by 4 church members on      
June 21. Those who received the lunches were appreciative of 
the variety of sandwiches offered. Thank you again to everyone 
who helped. 

 

   Operation Christmas Child                              

 Christmas in July Event 

Join us on Sunday, July 26 at an OCC 
Christmas in July event starting after the 
Fellowship hour. We will be working on 

pencil packs, jump ropes, ribbon dancers and other items.  

 

 

 

 With the approval of Church  
Council, the Social Ministry 
Committee will be donating 
 $250 to Bear Creek Lutheran 
Camp, Northeast Community  
Center, and the Salvation Army 
 in support of their summer camps.  
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Social Ministry Corner 

 

 

The Social Ministry committee is holding 
its next meeting on Aug 2 in the Fellow-
ship area after worship. All are welcome to     
attend.  

 

   

 
Ongoing Needs 
We continue to collect items in support of several causes: 

 

Operation Christmas Child – Toys,    cloth-
ing, school supplies, combs/brushes, tooth-
brushes and stuffed animals that are small 
enough to fit in a shoebox. 

 

 

Food Cart to Benefit West End Food Bank -    
Nonperishable food items such as canned soups, 
fruit, vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, rice, cereal 
and mac & cheese. 
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St. Stephen’s VBS 
July 13-17, 2026 

9am- noon 

 

Please use the QR code to  
register 

 

 
 
 
 

     Or can go to the website 

              https://st-stephen-s-church.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 

 

 

 

 

https://st-stephen-s-church.mycokesburyvbs.com/
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We have a Bulletin Board next to the 
 Resource center 

Please check out the activities in our  

 
Altar Flowers dedications are a wonderful way to 
show gratitude for or honor loved ones.  If you 
would like to sponsor Altar Flowers, please see 
the sign up sheet in the Narthex.   

Essential Café 
at 418 3rd Ave 

 
Thursday, July 16 

at 9:30am  
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Birthdays for July 
2-Pastor Barry Harte 
3-Hayley Talaber Flatley 
3-Debra Nemia 
3-Donna Pierog 
7-Joyce Cropper 
8-Richard Lopez 
9-Paulette Carl 
9-Richard Walker 
11-Ronald Frantz 
12-Hannah Zarzecki 
14-Thomas Hartzell 
15-Pat Handlovic 
19-Sara Burk 
19-Aiden Hanley 
22-Brayden Phillips 
22-Cynthia Werner 
26-Pam Hartzell 
26-Sherry Israel 
27-Vickie Osmond 
30-Robert Osmond 
 

Anniversaries for July 
 
7-Andrew & Andrea Branscom 
24-Richard & Rose Zuber 
 
 
 

Kathy Bielinski        Lisa Levick 
Kym Ohmacht         Eleanor Harte  
Gordon Maule         Patricia Handlovic    
Kairi Paul                Baby Khloe 
Kayla Levick         Thomas Oesterle 
Linda Oplinger        Pat Hartzell 
Werner Koch 
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     Altar Care:  Julie & Jerry Seyfried 

Worship 
Service 

     

July 5 
9:15 am 
 

Open Ron & Mary Jo  
Reed, Suzanne 
Bachman, Aiden  
Hanley 

Ron Reed Ron & 
Mary Jo 
Reed 

Linda, 
Jeanine 

June 12 
9:15 am 

Open Scott Albanese, 
Todd Siegfried, 
Michelle Hoyson 

Jeanine 
Siegfried 

Open Pastor 
Ron 

July 19 
9:15 am 
 

Open Scott Albanese, 
Sandy Beahm, 
Jeanine Siegfried 

Todd 
Siegfried 

Sandy  
Beahm 

John & 
Donna 
Pierog, 
Bev  
Carson 

June 26 
9:15 am 

Open Scott Albanese, 
RoseAnn Palsi, 
Kim Bluder 

Open Open RoseAnn, 
Freya,  
Janice 

          July 2026 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 Pastor: Rev. Barry J. Harte                                 
 Secretary: Christine  Baylor  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
   Suzanne Bachman                  610-428-7021           suzbach756@aol.com 
   Kim Bluder– VP 610-888-0365 kimberlybluder@gmail.com 
   Pam Hartzell 610-865-2648 psh726@verizon.net 
   Rich Israel 484-894-3345 rwisrael@outlook.com 
   Denise Lopez–  President 610-462-1278 dlopez76@ptd.net 
   Mary Jo Reed-Secretary 610-867-6276 reed2x@ptd.net 
   Linda Reese 610-704-9444 the-reeses@rcn.com 
   Sandy Beahm 610-866-6233 SBMamasita@aol.com 
   Todd Siegfried 610-392-8940 jtsiegfried@msn.com 
    

CHURCH COMMITTEES 
  

 Christian Education 
  Suzanne Bachman (Chair), Michelle Hoysan, Carla Perry, Bev Carson. Rich   
  Israel.  

 Evangelism 
  Suzanne Bachman, Pat Handlovic , Dennise Lopez (Chair), 
        Joan Neff       
 Finance 
  Kim Bluder, Tom Hartzell (Chair, Treasurer), Mike Hosfeld, Michelle    
        Hoysan, George Klose, Charles Miller, Ron Reed, Barbara Seifert- 
        Sigmon , Mary Jo Reed 
 Property 
  Ed Acevedo, Dwayne Gaumer, Pam Hartzell (Chair),  Linda Reese,  
  Todd Siegfried, Craig Spangenberg, Joann Spangenberg. Herb  
        Shellenberger 
 Shared Ministry 
     Todd Siegfried, Lauren Morton , Mike Hosfeld (chair) 
 Social Ministry 
  Suzanne Bachman, Kathy Bielinski, Kim Bluder, Pat Handlovic 
  Jeanine Siegfried, Joan Neff,  Linda Reese 
    Worship & Music 
  Sandra Beahm, Kathy Bielinski, Cheryl Hosfeld (Co-Chair), Mike Hosfeld,  
  John Phillips Jr (Co-Chair), Evan Reese, Linda Reese, Mary Jo Reed,      
  Jeanine  Siegfried. 
 

St Stephen's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
67 W Washington, Bethlehem, PA 18018  610-865-0601 

www.ststephensbethlehem.org 

 
Organist: John Phillips Jr 
Sexton: Shawn Barger 


